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E.O. 11652: NA 
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SUBJECT: CIVIC STRIKE IN BARRANCABERMEJA 

1. A CIVIC STRIKE BEGAN AT 3:00 AM FEB 10 IN 

BARRANCABERMEJA, THE PRINCIPAL OIL REFINERY SITE IN COLOMBIA. 
THE STRIKE HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED BY CIVIC LEADERS ON JAN 30 
(BOGOTA 1058) TO PROTEST THE POOR LIVING CONDITIONS IN THAT 
CITY. PARTICULARLY THE POOR QUALITY OF WATER, AND THE ALLEGED 
FAILURE OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT TO 
TAKE ADEQUATE CORRECTIVE ACTION. 

2. IN ANTICIPATION OF THE STRIKE, COLOMBIAN MILITARY 
FORCES OCCUPIED THE CITY ON FEB 9 PRINCIPALLY TO GUARD 
THE ECOPETROL OIL REFINERY AGAINST POSSIBLE SABOTAGE. 

AT THE ONSET OF THE STRIKE, SCATTERED ACTS OF VIOLENCE 
OCCURRED, BUT MILITARY AND POLICE AUTHORITIES APPEAR TO 
HAVE THE TOWN UNDER CONTROL. ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER 
ACCOUNTS, SANTANDER GOVERNOR OSCAR MARTINEZ SALAZAR 
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BERNARDO ARANGO HENAO, ONE OF THE ORIGINAL SUPPORTERS 
OF THE STRIKE, DENOUNCED THE STRIKE MOVEMENT, 

PARTICULARLY THE ACTS OF VIOLENCE IN WHICH SEVERAL 
MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. 

THE GOVERNOR ALSO ACCUSED COMMUNISTS OF TAKING OVER THE STRIKE. 

3. IN A TELEVISION INTERVIEW LATE FEB 10, MINISTER 

OF GOVERNMENT CORNELIO REYES DENOUNCED THE STRIKE LEADERS 
FOR CHANGING THEIR DEMANDS FOLLOWING A WEEK-LONG MEETING 
IN BOGOTA BETWEEN THE CIVIC LEADERS AND THE MINISTER 
DESIGNED TO FIND A STRIKE- AVOIDING COMPROMISE. HE LISTED 
SEVERAL PROJECTS PLANNED OR UNDERWAY IN BARRANCABERMAJA 
AND ASSERTED THAT THE GOC WOULD NOT BOW TO THE STRIKE 
PRESSURES. 

4. ECOPETROL OFFICIALS TOLD THE EMBASSY FEB 1 1 BASIC 
FURLS PRODUCTION AT THE REFINERY IS NORMAL, BUT THAT THE 
PETROCHEMICAL PLANT IS FUNCTIONING AT A REDUCED PACE. THESE 
OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF THE STRIKE ON THE 
REFINERY FOR AT LEAST TWO REASONS: (A) THEY FEAR THE 

STRIKE COULD GET OUT OF HAND, TOUCHING OFF A WILDCAT 
STRIKE BY THE ECOPETROL UNION (USO) WHICH MIGHT BE 
TEMPTED TO USE THE CIVIC STRIKE AS A PRELIMINARY MANEUVER 
FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH ECOPETROL SCHEDULED TO BEGIN 
IN EARLY MARCH (B) PUBLICITY ABOUT THE STRIKE AND 
ITS POSSIBLE EFFECT ON THE REFINERY COULD SPARK 
GASOLINE HOARDING. IN RECENT WEEKS, ECOPETROL HAS BEEN 
PRODUCING MINIMAL AMOUNTS OF MOTOR GASOLINE IN ORDER TO 
CONCENTRATE ON JET FUEL WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN IN 
SHORT SUPPLY. PANIC BUYING OF AUTOMOB IL E GASOLINE 
AT THIS TIME WOULD QUICKLY DRY UP SUPPLIES. 

5. COMMENT: CIVIC STRIKES IN COLOMBIA ARE A COMMON 
OCCURRENCE. THIS PARTICULAR ONE IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE 
OF THE OIL REFINERY. IT IS LIKELY THAT IF THE STRIKE 
THREATENS THAT INSTALLATION THE GOC WILL DECLARE A STATE 
OF SEIGE IN BARRANCA. THIS MEASURE HAS BEEN 

USED OFTEN BY COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES. 

6. IN A PROBABLY UNRELATED INCIDENT THE BOGOTA PRESS 
REPORTED FEB 7 THAT UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS HAD SLIGHTLY 
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DAMAGED THE TRANSANDEAN OIL PIPELINE IN PUTUMAYO, IN 
SOUTHERN COLOMBIA. THE PIPELINE IS OPERATED BY THE 
TROPICAL PETROLEUM COMPANY, A SUBSIDIARY OF TESACO. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS MILITARY TROOPS WERE DISPATCHED 
FROM PASTO TO GUARD THE INSTALLATIONS OF TROPICAL. 

VAKY 
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